President’s Report 2025

Dear Members,

As we wrap up another year, it's been wonderful to see our network remain strong, building
connections and encouraging collaboration. Thank you to our committee and members for your
ongoing support, time and enthusiasm. Your support is what keeps our local business
community strong.

This year PIBN hosted and supported a variety of events designed to bring members together,
foster collaboration and celebrate our region. We began the year with a member’s dinner that
gave everyone the chance to reconnect, share ideas and build stronger local relationships.

Our Business for Good event at Clay & Co was a creative evening, focused on the mental health
benefits of hobbies outside the workplace. With a range of mugs, gravy boats and bowls crafted
we enjoyed the wonderful Jeremy Macvean speak about the importance of self-care. Everyone
enjoyed some delicious catering by Penny Lane and were sponsored by Hidden Sea through
Wildlife Coast Cruises. The event was a fantastic reminder of the power of community and
creativity.

In July, we hosted a whale-themed trivia night at Grenache as part of the Island Whale Festival.
It was a fun evening that tied in beautifully with one of our region’s most iconic events.

It was a full house with prizes donated by Destination Phillip Island for the winners to enjoy
weekend passes to the festival hub.

This year also saw the introduction of our monthly social catch-ups hosted here at the North
Pier, a simple but meaningful way to stay connected more regularly throughout the year.

Another highlight was the annual GP Brake-Fast event, held with support from the Australian
Grand Prix Corporation and the Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit. Members enjoyed breakfast,
networking and the rare opportunity to ride around the track, a special and windy way to kick
off the GP weekend.

We were proud to once again sponsor the New Business Category at the Bass Coast Shire
Business Awards. | had the opportunity to speak about the benefits of local business networks,
and each finalist received a complimentary 12-month membership. Supporting and celebrating
emerging local businesses remains an important part of what we do.



The network continues to remain steady, with 86 members this year, including 12 platinum, two
silver and one associate member. It's encouraging to see ongoing interest and participation
across such a diverse mix of local industries.

We also provided stakeholder support to Destination Phillip Island with their ongoing challenges
to remain an independent tourism body. Our committee had representations on a number of
local committees including Totally Renewable Phillip Island (TRPI), the Community Environment
Advisory Committee (CEAC), and the Bass Coast Shire Council Event Advisory Committee. These
connections ensure our network remains engaged with broader regional initiatives and
community priorities.

This year has also given us some clarity on our focus moving forward. Our core purpose
continues to be networking, creating meaningful opportunities for local businesses to connect,
collaborate and support one another.

Thank you again to all our members, partners and supporters for another successful year.

Warm regards,
Jess Patman

President, Phillip Island Business Network



